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Honorable lilliaa Ben ton / 

Encyclopedia Britaonlca 
31*2 Madison Avenue 
Hew York 17, Hew York 

Wear Bill* 

X have read with each interest your forthcoming Britanalca 
artlele and the speeches you have delivered. This is an eidmlrable 
Job of reporting. 

As to the issue between us, X do not think it is as sharp as 
you would imply. 

la are in almoet complete agreement as to the magnitude and 
general qualitative excellence of the Soviet educational program. 

And X am Just as concerned as you are at the difficult challenge it 
poses to our society st home and abroad. Taking the really long 
term view, however, X remain convinced that there is reason for cau- 
tious optimism, 

% cautious optimism is simply based on tha profound belief 
impressed by St. John* “The truth shall make you free.” (John VIII, 
32). reasoning Is equally simple* a system of education cannot 
be as good in the fields of science as the Soviet’s is and continue 
indefinitely to be totally fallacious in the areas of knowledge in- 
volving basic human values including history and economies. Students 
and teachers alike will press for genuine enlightenment across the 
board and will reject falsified history and contrived absurdities in 
the social seienees. Dramatic evidence to support this came only last 
week at the 20th Party Congress when speaker after speaker called for 
accurate realistic revision of the basic Soviet works cm history and 
economics. To be sore, a lot of this was part of the attack or. Stalin 
and centered on the Short History of the Communist Party, with its 
obvious distortions, fcui tha implications werebroader. Moreover, in 
economics many matters are susceptible to proof, one of them being the 
behavior of capitalist economies, which certairdi ..continues to threw 

the Soviet theorists into confusion. S^ gf'S^TY ~ 
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1™*?**^ *»»***« educational drive U an 

^ ^Ad n ®t seen to imply that the products of the 
igpMe VMM overnight become subversive revolutionaries who 

r®*Tw dictatorship. Bather I mm peiatin,. 

I? ***• v3jrt ® al that the iapect of education la an evolu- 

tionary sense would be constructive from our point of tftt in the 

“ iHeu^reeaible public opinion that so aid 
present irrational and Irresponsible actions by the leaders. Over 

S* “ ?? J Jro<luc te of the ays tea continue to replace 

^t f 01 ***^ *“ the top echelons of the government, 

SSwfTIIIT** 1 *®* bww * litU * h ? Wttl « wieneble to rea~ 

Mmble arguasat ami acre benevolent toeerd its cun people and even 
toward those shots governments it now dominates. 

end it! ccoorapUshaents of Soviet edueetion 

ch *f**J* r «• «*werned, I think you mar overstate 
T* 9 ?*™ t* 9 ** * little, I was struck recently 
py t he tewmasony of a keen observer who was recently in doeecw that 

3SS 0 f , SSSJ!tf d JS t J" I ** 84 * ** ** «f otodont ifw 

eoscow ^nijersity, vhiah la of course the great careerist university 
end, he thinks, acsdeaically inferior to Leningrad for thet reason/ 

on tl ^ *T! 3r ^ 1,0 * tron « * !*•*■» as you do 
on the More of quality, level for level, they have man equal to our 

^ of 8wl « t training dees incline to produce a 
narrower specialist than our good schools. From the standpoint of end 
usefulness, the system of direction nay make up for this inlarge part, 
but there Is still the educational differ ence . * 

_. V *° J* s - *ctioa, I should defer to those with more academic 

;te me, however, that Leeds Streuss' 
euggeetione to the Edison Institute ware sound. 

Sincerely, 


TAT 


Allen B. Sallee 
Sireeter 


ODDI; 
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Honorable William Benton 
Encyclopedia Brittanica 
3 k 2 Madison Avenue 
New York 17 , New York 

Dear Bill: 

I have read with much interest your forthcoi 
and the speeches you have delivered, 
reporting f aad» J “ * - - 
tn frin ■ iftlamihlyy 
K lwwwloi . 

*uld A Lp^? he iSSUe bet,Ken 1 d ° i. as sharp as you 

f 

qualitative SoSeHf T * 0 if he ma S nltele and general 

as concerned a™ are ft So progr “- And 1 a "> 

at home and abroad. Taking the reallv 1 ° n ” e . poses to our society 
convinced that the™ h °— r, p remain 

* ll1rQ - L optimism. 

St. i«e“ti:tfSl b fS yfuW^L mf ST T * ■ 

! 

the board and will reiect falsified + ° r ^ ea ^ Jle enlightenment across 
the social sciences DfaiSc fi,! 17 md drived absurdities in 
week at the 20 th Partv Congress hi " CG b ,° su PP ort came only last 
accurate real^clSif£f If A ^aker after speaker called for 

sasd 2 a/M&s sir* ^ r ? f r ° 

ss 2 s^„“s^fc£ s - -* -“ir-vS: - 



IAa£> 
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^ he! w^ot e ^T i rK i t v Lftr tional drt " - « 
system would -tft£o me subversive revnwS th t the P rod ucts of the 
present collective dictatorship! Stterf 168 1 *? WOuld to PP le the 
certainty that the Unpact of educatim L ^ P , 01ntin e *> the virtual 
be constructive from our point of liZ iT+h TOlutionai y sense woulT 
create an insuppressible public oniii™ +? + th ? ear term ^ 
and irresponsible actions by the lSders ^ 1°^ prevent ^rational 
the products of the system Lnn/ 6 ,’ 0ver the longer period as 
Bolsheviks in the top echelons o/the^^ 1306 ! he old rev °lutionaiy 
become little by little more amenable +n rnment * that government — nid 
benevolent toward its own people and Pw r ® asonable argument and more 
it now dominates. P Pl6 and even toward those whose governments 

acoo.pUrt^t, of Sovlot 

."SSl-V** * m ch r\ cter •» — 

a littl e, I W as struck recently bv the +!!+• f th sele ction system 

s=.r c “ess,™ sx ; yar, 

SstVt^ °f I q^Sty" 0 leTCl V ?or q STCl SO thev°h g “ PidtuJ?e as ?ou do 

of end usefulness, the systen^of direr+i S >lj ' IcBrmiL * Fr 0 m the standpoint 
part. bj* there is still the educational SrSe. 1 * thlS in lar ® e 

Oa JdiR. , an n B a l .of US action I Jh.il 1 5 ^ ^ j,4^ /s> it UiM*, 

^J r a Q ^ ‘ n 1 1 ' ~j ' n tie a rnumi .- st* 

Sincerely, 



vC ” 


Allen W. Dulles 
Director 
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Boo Amory had requested the extra copies 
of his article which Mr. Benton refers to 
in order that the Library would have some on 
hand in case there were inquiries. 
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